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Over the past three decades, the market for polymers has grown. Many applications use costly cleanable
metal filters and/or parts which require cleaning processes involving the use solvents, chemicals,
superheated steam, or high temperature oxidation methods. The decision on how a filter is cleaned
depends on the

e - contaminant,
e - metallurgy of the filter,
e - configuration and size of the filter.

Once the filter is cleaned, it must be tested to ensure cleanliness and integrity prior to being returned to
the manufacturing process. There are various tests that can be performed depending on the cleanliness
requirement, such as industrial applications, oxygen service applications, cleanroom applications, and
others. For integrity, tests such as Bubble Point and Wetted Airflow pressure values are compared to
manufacturers’ or customer specifications to determine whether the filter can be deemed usable.

This paper describes methods used to determine the cleanliness and integrity of metal filters after
cleaning.
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