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A round robin program was undertaken to evaluate the techniques and methods used during the
operation of various porometers. Two companies participated in the round robin testing a total of nine
Porous Materials, Inc. (PMI) porometers at various locations throughout the world. A range of track-
etched polycarbonate membranes (5um - 20pum), a woven screen (105 pym), a woven belt (170um), and
two expanded PTFE membranes (1-3 um) were run on the porometer units for comparison. The samples
were processed on each porometer using identical wetting liquid, support plates, and parameter file
throughout the program. The experimental data are discussed with possible explanations for the
deviations presented. The results indicate that the industry should focus on standardizing equipment
design and a procedure for testing to ensure an accurate comparison among porometers.
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